
Casey and Stacie Madson of Hartland, 
were recently honored as outstanding 
conservationists at the annual meeting of 
the Minnesota Association of Soil and 
Water Conservation Districts, December 
11th, 2018 in Bloomington, MN.  They 
were selected by the Freeborn County 
Soil and Water Conservation District 
(SWCD) for this award. The Freeborn 
County SWCD nominates a landowner(s) 
or group every year for their efforts in 
implementing conservation practices on 
the landscape and improving our natural 
resources. 

Casey and Stacie are 6th and 4th 

generation farmers, respectively.  When 

they were just starting out farming, they 

used a moldboard plow. That didn’t sit 

right with them, so they went a different 

direction with their operation. With a 

primary focus on corn and soybeans, they 

have turned towards soil health practices, 

such as cover crops, reduced tillage, and  
 

waterways. Depending on the situation, 

they will either have an airplane aerially 

apply the cover crop seed, or they will 

broadcast the seed while doing fall 

fertilizer and incorporate it using vertical 

tillage. They have also integrated the use 

of strip-tillage when possible. Along with 

the integration of cover crops, they have 

installed waterways in trouble spots of 

their farm using CRP as well as doing 

them on their own. The Madson’s are a 

perfect example of breaking from the 

norm and thinking outside of the box.   
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Casey & Stacie pictured with their children Emry & 

Evelyn near their farm in Hartland, MN.  

In 2018 the SWCD’s drill seeded 
approximately 200 acres of land.  
There were a wide variety of uses for  
the drill this past year, which included 
plantings of wetlands, buffer strips, 
pollinators, Reinvest in Minnesota 
easements, CREP easements, waterways, 
and pasture enhancements. This drill is 
also capable of drilling soybeans in the 
spring, along with planting cover crops in 
the fall.  

Contact us here at the SWCD 507-373-
5607 Ext. 3 to get on the list. We already                         
have landowners requesting the drill for 

this spring. The rental rate to use the drill 
includes a delivery fee of $100 and a per 
acre fee of $10.    

The drill is 12’ wide, with a 7.5” row spacing.  It 

contains 3 seed boxes for various seed needs. 

SWCD Continues No-till Drill Program  

Casey & Stacie Madson  
Honored as 2018  
Outstanding Conservationist 



The Minnesota Buffer Law requires vegetated buffer strips 
along water courses and lakes throughout the state of 
Minnesota.  A 50-foot buffer on public waters has been 
required to be in place since November 1st, 2017.  A 16.5-
foot buffer on public county ditches is now required 
Statewide by the Minnesota Buffer Law as of November 
1st, 2018. Freeborn County public county ditches have all 
been assessed, funded, and required to be in place by the 
county for several years now.  

Landowners who need more time to install buffers and 
who are seeking technical or financial assistance can 
request an extension waiver from the SWCD.  If you are 
still unsure if you need a buffer on a piece of property you 
own, please stop into our office to look at the buffer map 
to make sure you are not subject to enforcement 
penalties.   

The Buffer Law states that the SWCD will periodically 
monitor all required buffers to ensure compliance with the 
law.  Freeborn County has accepted jurisdiction over any 
enforcement issues with the law whereas the Turtle Creek 
Watershed District will monitor and enforce buffers 

throughout the Turtle Creek Watershed jurisdictional area.    

If you are going to clean out any ditch be sure to get a plan 
in place with the SWCD to get the buffer re-established on 
parcels affected by the ditch cleaning.  

See MN DNR buffer mapping project for map and some 
common questions:  http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/
buffers/index.html. 

Minnesota Buffer Law 

 A 50’ buffer planted in spring of 2018 along an unnamed 
public water stream in Carlston Township. 

Every year, our top soil is vulnerable to the erosive 
properties of nature, with water and wind being the two 
most influential properties. Five tons of top soil is 
equivalent to a dimes thickness spread across an acre. 
Another way to think about it is in the winter, when you 
see a razor thin layer of windblown soil on snow, that is 
about the thickness of one ton of soil per acre. Now, 
considering that it takes on average five hundred to a 
thousand years for natural processes to create one inch 

of soil, we quickly realize how valuable our soil is to our 
livelihood, and how important it is we keep that soil in 
place on the field.  

In many circumstances, a small inexpensive change can 
make a huge difference. Simply changing the planting 
direction to be perpendicular to the slope can slow 
water dramatically. It seems simple, but making the 
water cross each row instead of simply running down a 
row can have huge effects on stopping erosive 
properties. Reduced tillage practices, such as strip-till 
and no-till, are also great options to help keep the soil on 
the field. These practices reduce the amount of soil 
disturbance that takes place. When the soil is disturbed, 
the structure holding the soil particles together is also 
broken, which makes the soil more prone to be moved.  

When these practices still aren’t enough, it may be time 
to look at a structural fix. Waterways, basins, and side 
inlet pipes are common practices that we work with. For 
the money, waterways are the most cost effective. They 
are cheaper, require less planning, typically have less 
maintenance and they work really well. When the 
topography is right, a well placed basin can be a great 
option too. The typical timeframe for completing a 
project from the first time you enter the office until the 
project is completed is at least 1 to 2 years. The SWCD, 
as well as the NRCS, have cost sharing opportunities 
available to landowners in need of a structural fix.  

Where is your top soil going? 

A previous years crop residue holding the topsoil in place for the next 
crop.  

http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/buffers/index.html
http://www.dnr.state.mn.us/buffers/index.html


Legislative Day at the Capitol—2018 

Freeborn County has seen a major increase in cover crop 
usage over the last few years. Instead of seeing brown 
on the landscape in late fall/early spring, we are seeing a 
lot of green growth, which is from cover crops planted in 
September and early October.  Planting a cover crop 
keeps a living root in your soil for another portion of the 
year and can have multitude of benefits for your 
operation.  

One of the more common reasons for planting a cover 
crop is to reduce the amount of erosion taking place in a 
field. Adding a living root to a bare field can reduce 

erosion rates considerably by protecting the soil from 
raindrops and wind while holding it in place if water 

begins to run in the field. Additionally, the extra plant 
material from the cover crops will eventually be turned 
into organic matter. While it is no small feat, a one 
percent increase in organic matter can increase the 
amount of water one acre can hold by approximately 
25,000 gallons. That is 25,000 additional gallons of water 
that could be stored for your cash crop of corn or 
soybeans to help get them through the dry portions of 
the growing season. Another popular reason for 
implementing cover crops is that they help reduce the 
amount of compaction in your soil. Years of tractor tires 
and tillage practices can create some compaction layers 
within your soil profile. The roots from the cover crops 
can help alleviate that compaction, which in return will 
increase the rate of water infiltration.  

There are a couple of options if you are interested in 
cost-share opportunities for cover crops. Through the 
SWCD, we can look at doing a three-year plan with a 
yearly payment based on acres, amount of species, and 
incorporating an overwintering species in the mix. The 
NRCS has a couple of programs available where cover 
crops can be implemented. Depending on the situation, 
it could be a one to five-year commitment. The best 
route to go, is to stop into our office so we can figure out 
what will work for you.  

Cover Crops in Freeborn County  

A farmer in Freeborn County planting a cash crop into a standing 
green cover crop. The cover crop was terminated once crop was 

planted.  

On March 13th, 2018, Soil and 

Water Conservation Districts from 

across the state met at the capital 

to discuss SWCD issues with our 

Senators and Representatives. 

Dave Ausen, SWCD Supervisor, 

Mark Schaetzke, SWCD Manager, 

and Jarod Schamaun, SWCD 

Technician, had the privilege to 

attend this year. Before actually 

meeting with the legislators, SWCD staff attended a 

legislative briefing meeting, where key legislators and 

state officials spoke and knowledge was gained on the 

current issues. The 2018 MASWCD legislative platform 

had many topics, such as Capacity and CREP funding. 

There were three scheduled meetings, which included: 

Senator Dan Sparks, Representative Peggy Bennet, and 

Representative Jeanne Poppe. This year the visit fell on 

a short session and a typical bonding year. However, 

due to current issues nationwide, there were many  

topics being 

discussed that 

typically would 

not be in a year such as this. Nevertheless, we still 

communicated our appreciation for the strides that 

have been achieved over the last few years, especially 

with the Capacity and CREP funding received. It was a 

great opportunity to show the legislators the great work 

that has been done over the last year.  

Pictured above are SWCD Staff and SWCD 
Supervisors from Freeborn, Steele, Dodge, and 

Mower Counties with Senator Dan Sparks. 



We knew when the Conservation Reserve Enhancement 
Program (CREP) started over a year ago there would be 
strong interest in Freeborn County.  We have had many 
landowners accepted into the program and the list of 
people wanting to get in is growing. CREP is a state and 
federal funded permanent conservation easement 
program through the Minnesota Board of Water and 
Soil Resources (BWSR), and the USDA Farm Service 
Agency (FSA). Landowners accepted into CREP agree to 

retire their land 
from farming and 
development.  

Landowners who 
have enrolled into 
CREP liked the 
financial benefits of 
the program, having 
a place to enjoy the 
outdoors and 
wildlife with their 
friends and family, 
and helping to take 
stress off the county 
drainage system to 
name a few. 
Wetland 
restorations on 

privately owned land provides 
benefits not only to the landowner, 
but others as well, such as 
enhancing wildlife habitat, reducing 
flood damage, improving water quality, and 
enhancement of aesthetic quality, and so much more.  
This program and restoration is especially important in 
Freeborn County. Besides wetland restoration there are 
also sign-ups for Grass Filter Strips (Buffers), and 
Wellhead Protection Areas.   

CREP applications are part of a ranking process with 
applications throughout the state and if your proposed 
property meets the cut off scores your property could 
be selected into the CREP program.  After the ranking 
period if chosen for enrollment, landowners will receive 
14-15 years of annual CRP payments, a onetime RIM 
easement payment, and up to a 100% cost-share for the 
restoration of wetlands and native vegetation. Under 
the CREP program land is not open to public hunting 
and landowners retain ownership. 

New sign-ups have been on hold, but recently the Farm 

Bill has passed which will hopefully get things back on 

track and applications can start being submitted. If you 

are interested in this program or have any questions 

please contact Chad Billat, The Easement Restoration 

Specialist at the local Freeborn SWCD office. 

On site reviewing restoration plans with 
landowner (future CREP restoration in 

background). 

Hello! My name is Dan Sears, and I am the new NRCS 
Soil Conservation Technician for Freeborn County. I just 
moved in from Illinois, a state I’ve called home for most 
of my life. I graduated summa cum laude from Southern 
Illinois University at Carbondale with a Bachelor of 
Science in Zoology, specialized in Wildlife Biology and 
Conservation, and a minor in Environmental Studies. 
During college, I assisted conservation research in Peru 
and Canada, interned at the Cypress Creek National 
Wildlife Refuge, and completed two undergraduate 
research assistantships. I served two years in executive 
board positions, one being President, for the SIUC 
Chapter of the Wildlife Society. After college, I earned 
the Associate Wildlife Biologist certification through the 
Wildlife Society. I worked for the Illinois Natural History 
Survey’s Human Dimensions Research Program, a group 
applying sociology to natural resource topics. As a 
research assistant, I analyzed the state’s hunter harvest 
survey data and coordinated a waterfowl hunter 

intercept survey. Afterwards, I 
shifted to the Survey’s Critical 
Trends Assessment Program, a 
state-wide ecosystem 
monitoring project, and 
functioned as an assistant 
botanist. I surveyed vegetation 
and insects across forest, 
wetland, and grassland sites to 
study long-term landscape 
change. 

In my spare time, I enjoy hiking, 
cooking, biking, reading, board 
gaming, and observing nature. 

I am excited to begin the next chapter of my career with 
NRCS. I look forward to supporting land stewards in 
their pursuit of conservation and empowering 
sustainable land use for future generations. 

New NRCS Soil Conservation Technician  

Dan visiting Rock Mountain 
National Park in Estes Park, 

Colorado. 

Strong Landowner Interest in the Conservation 
Reserve Enhancement Program (CREP) 



Did your evergreen trees  
turn brown in 2018?  
You may have noticed many evergreen trees that were 
more brown than usual in 2018. In April, there were 
some warm windy days with a low relative humidity, 
which caused the needles to lose moisture and fall off. 
The frozen soil below the surface prevented the tree 
from replacing the water they had lost, causing parts or 
all of the tree to die. Any part of the tree that may have 
been buried by the snow likely survived because the tree 
could draw water from the snow. This is usually referred 
to as winter drying, and the MN DNR reported it in 
Filmore, Freeborn, Chisago, Goodhue, Houston, Rice, 
and Steele counties in Minnesota. If your trees showed 
symptoms of winter drying, the Minnesota DNR is saying 
if the tree retains 50% or more of its canopy there is a 
chance the tree could survive. If the trees lost more than 

50% of their canopy the trees affected will likely need to 
be replaced. Evergreen trees will not regrow their 
needles.  

A tree in Freeborn County affected by winter drying.  

Minnesota Agricultural Water Quality Certification Program 

Natural Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)  
by Gary D. Kurer, District Conservationist, Albert Lea Field Office   

FREEBORN, DODGE, MOWER AND STEELE COUNTY 
PRODUCERS 

NRCS IS ACTING IN TEAMS OF FOUR OR FIVE COUNTIES 
THROUGHOUT MN! NOW IS THE TIME TO CONSIDER 
CHECKING OUT THE CONSERVATION STEWARDSHIP 
PROGRAM (CSP) 

I would like to promote the CSP because I believe many 
producers may have misconceptions about it. The CSP is 
for working lands! It is the largest conservation program 
in the United States with over 70 million acres of 
agricultural and forest land enrolled. 

The CSP is growing recently in Freeborn County with 17 
total active contracts within the last three years. 
Producers can build upon their existing benchmark 
conservation system with enhancements such as cover 
crops, new forage plantings to help wildlife, nutrient 
management, pest management, and many more to 
choose from and receive funding for both existing and 
future enhancements. It’s a win-win! 

Producers must meet the eligibility criteria and pass a 
ranking score. Producers in Freeborn County as well as 

the surrounding Dodge, Steele, and 
Mower Counties should call me 
immediately at 507-320-3736 to inquire about their 
operation being in the CSP for the next five years. 

Please call me at 507-320-3736 to make a brief 
appointment to sign-up for the CSP at the Albert Lea 
Field Office or in any of the field offices I mentioned. A 
follow-up appointment will be scheduled for evaluation 
and to determine your interest to promote conservation 
on your land. 

USDA-NRCS IS AN EQUAL OPPORTUNITY PROVIDER, EMPLOYER, AND LENDER  

Cover crop enhancement implemented at the Kraushaar Farms 
near Glenville, MN.  

 10 years of regulatory certainty from new state 
water quality laws . 

 Program is voluntary, not regulatory  

 Evaluation of current farming management  

 Certification makes you exempt from the 
Groundwater Protection Rule coming in 2020.  

 Prioritization for technical and financial assistance for 
conservation practices  

 Recognition of environmental stewardship  

See: http//www.mda.state.mn.us/awqcprogram.aspx 

Or contact Freeborn County SWCD to apply at 507-373-
5607 Ext. 3 
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FREEBORN COUNTY SOIL & WATER CONSERVATION 
DISTRICT (SWCD) 
1400 W MAIN STREET 
ALBERT LEA, MN  56007 
507-373-5607 EXT. 3 
EQUAL OPPORTUNITY EMPLOYER 
 

VISIT US ON THE WEB:  www.freebornswcd.org 

 

USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.  
To file a complaint of discrimination, write:  USDA, Office 
of the Assistant Secretary for Civil Rights, Office oa Adju-
dication, 1400 Independence Ave., SW, Washington, DC 
20250-9410 or call (866) 632-9992. 

Farm Seed—Lawn & Garden Supplies—Wild Bird Seed—Pet Supplies  

800-352-5247 
www.alseed.com 

WE ARE OPEN!  
While many federal offices and 

workers are furloughed the SWCD 
office will remain open! Enter from 

the side door on the East side of 
the building!   


